
The “Problem of Evil”

Why does God allow so much 
suffering in our world?



Two Major Conferences
Later this Month

† Feb 17/18  Science & Faith Conference
▪ Discovery Institute 
▪ Dallas Baptist University
▪ Good science says there has to be a creator God. Why is the 

“God Hypothesis” stronger than ever?
▪ https://www.discovery.org/e/2023-dallas

† Feb 24/25 “REALITY” Conference
▪ Stand To Reason
▪ Cottonwood Creek Church, Allen, TX
▪ Every student, grades 7-12, and college age need this 

conference on “deconstruction”.
▪ https://www.realityapologetics.com/tx/

Screen shots from web sites on next 2 slides

https://www.discovery.org/e/2023-dallas
https://www.realityapologetics.com/tx/


REALITY CONFERENCE
Feb 24/25 – Cottonwood Creek Church

realityapologetics.com/tx



Science & Faith Conference
Feb 17/18 – Dallas Baptist University

discovery.org



The “Problem of Evil”
But first …

Why Do We Believe What We Believe?

Why Does Reasoning Matter?

Why Does Evidence Matter?



What Evidence?
“I just have faith and I know it’s true.”

† Family and Upbringing

† The Bible

† ‘Conscience’

† Human Behavior

† History and Archaeology

† Science

† Philosophy

C
Better translated as 

“trust”?

πίστις pistis



Why Does Evidence Matter?

† Our Bible tells us to reason, to use our minds, not just 
our hearts and souls:

▪ Isaiah 1:18  “Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord)

▪ Matthew 22:37-39  (The 1st and greatest command)

▪ 1 Peter 3:15-16  (Always … prepared …)

▪ 1 Corinthians 13:11  (When I was a child … )  

▪ Colossians 4:5-6  (Be wise toward outsiders …) 

▪ James 3:17 (Wisdom from above … gentle … open to reason)

▪ 2 Peter 1:5  (Supplement faith with virtue, … knowledge)

▪ Acts 17:2, 18:4, 18:19, 19:8,9  (Paul reasoned…)
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Nancy Pearcey
Houston Baptist University

† “In an increasingly secular age, it’s more obvious
than ever that parents are on the front lines in
preparing their children to face a society that
responds to Christianity with puzzlement or outright
hostility.”

† “So I started asking, “How do we know Christianity
is true?” Just that. Nothing about the problem of
evil and suffering; nothing about how a good God
could send people to hell; none of the typical
questions young people ask. Only the most
fundamental question of all: How do we know it is
true? No one could give me an answer.”

† “An uncle was the dean of students at a …
seminary, so I hoped he would have more
substantial answers. But all he said was, “Don’t
worry, we all have doubts sometimes.”

Ferrer, Hillary Morgan. Mama Bear Apologetics™: Empowering Your Kids to Challenge 
Cultural Lies (p. 12). Harvest House Publishers. Kindle Edition. - Endorsements



Key Questions

▪ What is the “Problem of Evil and Suffering”?

▪ Why can it be so challenging?

▪ What is “Evil”?  Says who?

▪ Didn’t God create evil?

▪ How should we respond? (several scenarios)

▪ Who has the solution?

▪ Finally, does evil PROVE or disprove God?

C



“How could a loving, all-powerful God 
stand by while there is so much misery 
down here?

If there is a God – and I seriously doubt 
it – he is either incapable of preventing 
the horrible pain and suffering in the 
world, or he just doesn’t care.  

As far as I can tell, he just doesn’t 
exist.”

The Aggressive Objection!



God Does Allow Unspeakable Pain and Suffering

Therefore, one of the following must be true:

▪ He is not capable of intervention, or

▪ He doesn’t care, or

▪ He is AWOL (deism), or

▪ He doesn’t exist, or

▪ He has good reasons for allowing evil!

▪ He sometimes has good reasons for inflicting
suffering!

This may seem to be 
“The Mother of All Objections”

C



C

▪ How we respond can do more harm than good, 
because human suffering is terribly real.

▪ Reasoning and logic do not matter to the person 
is going through a time of pain and loss. 

This may be the worst situation of all 
in which to try to “win” an argument.

DANGER!



How Can We Begin To Understand, 
Let Alone Respond?

Types of Evil and Suffering
Man-Made:

▪ “Moral” Evil – People hurting people

▪ “Christian” Evil – “Christians” hurting people

Natural:

▪ “Natural” Evil – Natural disasters

▪ “Bodily” Evil – Birth defects, disease, …

God-Made:

▪ “Theistic” Evil – God hurting people

▪ God ‘inflicting’ suffering to prepare individuals

We could study any one of these for weeks.

Is God a 
moral 

monster?

The 
“Crusades” 
objection
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How to Respond?

Rules of engagement (Greg Koukl’s “Tactics… ):

1. Gather more information – ask, listen, … repeat
▪ What do you mean by _______?

▪ Why do you think that? (How did you conclude that?)

What is the natural response of 
animals (and humans) when 
challenged or threatened?

Fight or Flight!

False Dilemna! 

3rd option is to become a skilled 
Ambassador for Christ



Ambassador’s Rules of Engagement

1. Relax, Respect and Compliment, Find Common Ground

2. Ask ‘Columbo’ questions to gather more information

What’s next depends on 1 & 2

3. Ask “What If” questions 

4. Tell a story.   (Never miss an opportunity to share your 20 second 
testimony)

• There was a time in my life when I ______.  Then I found _____ and 
that has made all the difference.  Do you have a story like that?

 Almost NEVER respond directly by attempting to refute, rebut, 
argue.

 Beware of trapping questions. 

 It’s always OK to say, “I don’t know.”



C

There is no ‘silver bullet’ answer 
to the problem of evil.

How we respond is more important than 
having a persuasive argument.

DANGER!



Learning to Be an Effective 

Ambassador for Christ

† An ambassador’s attributes: 
▪ Wisdom 

▪ Knowledge

▪ Character 

† Patient, loving but firm 
evangelism is the work of the 
ambassador – engaging in 
fruitful conversations.

† We have our part to do, but 
only the Holy Spirit can “close 
the deal”.
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Asking the right questions to gather more information, can bring 
us clarity and perspective.

But how do we choose the right questions?

“If I had an hour to solve a 
problem and my life 
depended on the solution, I 
would spend the first 55 
minutes determining the 
proper question to ask… for 
once I know the proper 
question, I could solve the 
problem in less than five 
minutes.”



Reasonable Responses

† “Total Safety” response

† “Big Picture” response

† “How Much” response

† “Meaning of Good” response

† “Ultimate” response
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“Total Safety” Response
The Problem of Evil

† Let me see if I’m sure I understand what you’re saying.  A loving 
and powerful God should take away all suffering? … or at least 
the really “bad” stuff?

† So, … if you’re saying He should have given us a safe and stress-
free world, help me imagine what that world would be like.  
▪ Abundant food and clean water everywhere in the world?  
▪ No crime - no people, ever, with negative or aggressive feelings?  
▪ No such thing as risk or danger - no way to fall off a cliff or building?  
▪ Perfect climate – no storms, lightning, earthquakes, floods, droughts?
▪ No death??? – or, at least no death with suffering?

…  Is that what a loving and powerful God should have done?

† Sounds like a nice life.  So, just wondering, what would we do all 
day?  No one would have to work. No one would want to be rich 
or powerful.  Hmmmm
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“Big Picture” Response
What Is Evil?  Says Who?

† OK.  If you’re saying there is no God because of all the human 
suffering.  It seems to me that we now have an even bigger 
problem.  We still have a world full of suffering and evil. And we 
can’t blame God because there isn’t one.  Right?

† But here’s an even bigger question we have to deal with.  What is 
it about crime, cruelty, disease, war and natural disasters that 
makes them evil?  Without a God, who gets to decide What is 
evil? Better yet, what is “good”? WHY? Who’s to say?

† If I may, let me suggest that we should ask some even bigger 
questions. Like …  Why are we here and is our mortal death 
simply the end of our existence – our body, mind, heart and 
soul (whatever that is)? There was an old song that asked, “Is 
that all there is?”  Have you thought much about those basic 
questions of our existence and purpose?

“If that’s all there is, my friends; then let’s keep dancing.  

Let’s break out the booze and have a ball … IF THAT’s ALL THERE IS.”
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The “How Much” Response
The Problem of Evil

† That’s a great question. Do Christians have a simple and 100% fool 
proof answer?  No!  For starters, though, let’s say that God asks 
you how much evil you think He should prevent.
▪ Killer storms?  Big earthquakes?  Tsunamis? Famines?  Epidemics?  

Wars?  Genocide?  Rape?  Murder?  …

† How about: 
▪ Heavy rains, lightning, freezing rain, falling trees, colds and flu, 

muggings, mind altering drugs, bad bacteria, distracted drivers, angry 
people, … pandemics?

† So, then, How much evil should God stop? What are the 
implications?  Where does that ultimately lead us? 

† So, wouldn’t a world without evil would have to be a world without 
freedom of choice? 

† Do your children have the free will to love you?  To do “good” 
things?  To do “bad” things?  Could they really love you if they 
were not free not to???
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The “Meaning of Good” Response
The Problem of Evil

† So, for me at least, questions like yours lead to more fundamental 
questions about our very existence.  It’s hard to talk about evil 
without asking:  What is the basis for the concept of “good”?

† If billions of years of purposeless collisions of matter and energy 
have produced everything, including us, then how can anything be 
called good?  Isn’t it just a question of survival and reproduction?  

† If the secular-humanist evolution model is true, let me ask you this.  
What is really “bad” or “wrong” with:
▪ Torturing animals, just for the fun of it?
▪ Killing 6 million Jews or 30 million political “enemies”?  Isn’t 

that just natural selection - survival of the fittest?
▪ Slavery, Rape, … ?

† Do we really know what is “evil” or “bad”?  Why?  What is 
“morality” and does it need to come from some kind of objective 
unchanging standard – not just personal preference?  What 
standard should we choose?
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The Ultimate Response?
The Problem of Evil

† You know what?  I really appreciate this opportunity to 
exchange ideas with you.   It’s obvious that you’re very 
intelligent and that you care deeply about our world;  and 
you seem to be sincerely seeking the real truth of our 
existence and the meaning of life – if there is one.

† So here’s an interesting question for you to consider:  How 
big would our world’s problems of suffering be if every 
human would obey the ten commandments and follow the 
teachings of Jesus?  Instead, we live in a world where God 
and Christians are rejected and ridiculed.  How’s that 
working for us?   

† Please … let me ask you just one more question, because I 
care deeply about you.  …

C



If you could study all the evidence both for and against 
Christianity, and if that evidence pointed overwhelmingly to 
the conclusion that Jesus of Nazareth … 

▪ actually lived, 
▪ was killed by Roman soldiers, 
▪ came back alive from the grave, 
▪ and longs for you to commit to a life-changing  

relationship with Him, … 

Would you become a Christian? 
He promises to give you a peace that surpasses all human 
understanding.  I personally went from skeptic to disciple after 
too many years of seeking “self actualization” – pursuing the 
world’s solutions.  I then found that peace and wouldn’t give it 
up for anything.  I’d like nothing more than for you to find it 
also.  Is that a decision you’d like to make?
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So, Who Has the Solution
If Christianity has been rejected?

† Atheism

† Agnosticism

† Buddhism

† Hinduism

† Islam

† Wiccan

† “New Age”

† “Progressive Christianity”
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† Does God “allow” us to suffer to train and 
prepare us for our part in His plan?

† Consider Job, …

▪ Joseph, 

▪ King Nebuchadnezzar, 

▪ Abraham Lincoln, 

▪ Winston Churchill, 

▪ Joni Eareckson Tada, 

▪ Nick Vujicic

and countless more

We Haven’t Talked About 

Trials for Refinement



† Does God “allow” us to suffer to train and 
prepare us for our part in His plan?
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Trials for Refinement

Is this a subject we want to 
share, early on, with skeptics? 



† The “Ripple” effect
▪ Frank Turek

† “Ricochet Evangelism”
▪ Lee Strobel

† Lifetime ‘dash’ vs ‘ray’
▪ J Warner Wallace

We Also Haven’t Talked About 



Does God Promise Christians
No Suffering?

Matthew 10:33-35

Not Peace, but a Sword

† 34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace 
to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, 
but a sword. 35 For I have come to set a man 
against his father, and a daughter against her 
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law.” 

C



There Will Be Trials
Even Persecution



God allowed Job to suffer!

† Job lost everything but his life
▪ Home

▪ Possessions

▪ Health

▪ Family

† But God restored everything – doubled!

In the end, Job came to one absolute conclusion:



Job 19:25-27  ESV

† For I know that my Redeemer lives,
and at the last he will stand upon the earth.

26 And after my skin has been thus destroyed,
yet in my flesh I shall see God,

27 whom I shall see for myself,
and my eyes shall behold, and not another.
My heart faints within me!

This is all that matters.

C



Recap

† What is “Evil”?

† No Simple Answer to all such objections

† Isn’t This An Even Bigger Problem For Atheists?

† Free Will the Ultimate Explanation for “Moral” Evil

▪ Love The Supreme Ethic – Must Be Free To ___ _____!

† “Natural” Evil: How Much Should God Remove?

† God Uses “Trials” to Build Character

† God Brought Us In; He Can Take Us Out!

† How To Respond To Ridicule, Criticisms & Objections?

† “They Don’t Care How Much You Know Until _____”

† __________ Are The Best Answers!
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