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II.          How could a good God allow evil and suffering? 

37.  In the last ‘chapter’, the author “looked at the claim that there’s ____ _________________ 

for God”.  In this ‘chapter’, she is “looking at a very different kind of problem … what 

atheists assert is evidence _________________ God: the _________________ of 

_________________.” 

38. The heart of the issue of evil is this:  If God is all-_________________, He 

_________________ eliminate evil. If God is all-_________________, He 

_________________ eliminate evil. But evil _________________. How, then, can the 

existence of evil be _________________ with the _________________ of God? 

39. Most serious Christians understand that “the fall” is responsible for all the evil in the world.  

Why is this “pat response” ineffective in many cases? 

a. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

b. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

40. What does Crain mean when she says “evil” is not something? 

a. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

41. Crain divides evil into two types of “corruption”: 

a. _________________________________________________________________ 

b. _________________________________________________________________ 

42. God made moral evil _________________ by giving us _________________ 

_________________, but we are the ones responsible for making it _________________. 

43. So, why did God set it all up this way?  C.S. Lewis provides one very good answer this way. 

“Because free will, though it makes evil _________________, is also the only thing that 

makes possible any _________________ or _________________ or _________ worth 

having.  A world of _________________ … would hardly be worth creating… ” 

44. “In other words, God wanted us to _________________ love Him. A _________________ 

love is _____ love at all.” 
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45. How could we respond when someone posits that God is all-powerful? 

a. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

46. “Given that God chose to create us with free will, is it _________________ to 

_________________ moral evil without destroying our present world?  Actually, no. This is 

one of those [logical] _________________ … God can’t _________________ us to 

_________________ make _________________ choices. The only way God could 

_________________ evil would be to _________________ our _________________.” 

47. Extra credit:  A child is kidnapped, tortured and killed.  The atheist sites this as evidence that 

there is no God.  In case of such a tragedy, what recourse does the Christian have?  What 

recourse does the atheist have? 

a. Christian answer:  __________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

b. Atheist answer:  ____________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

48. Extra credit:  Why is moral evil less difficult than natural evil? 

a. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

b. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

49. “Ultimately, we can’t explain every instance of natural evil. What we can say is that God 

must have _________________ sufficient _________________ for _________________ the 

natural evil we do see.” 
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III. Why would God command the genocide of the Canaanites? 

50. God is accused, by today’s atheists, of being a moral monster. Without considering the 

moral implications, why did God order the Israelites to wipe out the Canaanites and others 

in the promised land? 

a. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

b. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

c. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

51. What kinds of evil were practiced by the Canaanites? 

a. Lev 18:20-30 ______________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

b. Deut 18:9-14 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

52. “… given their level of ______________, God chose to execute ______________ on them 

[the Canaanites] and issued the command that troubles so many people today:  … ‘you shall 

save alive ______________ that ______________, but you shall devote them  to 

______________ ______________ …’ “   

53. But, Deuteronomy 9:5 makes it clear that God was ordering a ______________, not an 

indiscriminate ______________. 

54. Most people accept that earthly judges have the authority to sentence ______________ 

criminals to ______________.  If the perfectly good and just God of the Bible exists, we have 

to acknowledge that He would similarly have the ______________ to execute 

______________ on ______________. 

55. Why is the command to drive out the Canaanites in a completely different moral category 

than an unmerited massacre of innocent life? 

a. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 
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56. Natasha Crain makes the point that, “the source of the command makes all the difference in 

the world. It’s the difference between a ______________ good God who can never choose 

to do evil and ______________ Extra credit:  humans who can choose to do evil at any time; 

between a God who has the ______________ to execute judgment and humans who have 

no authority to execute judgment; and between a God who has the ability to 

______________ ______________ and humans who have no ability to judge fairly… This is 

the difference between humans and God.” 

57. “But ultimately they all come back to this: Only God knows the ______________ of people’s 

______________ and whether or not they will ______________ in any given 

_____________________.” 

58. Extra credit:  Did the Israelites wipe out the Canaanites?   

a. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

59. Extra credit:  What evidence do we have for that answer?   

a. -

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

60. Extra credit:  What are some possible implications of that answer? 

a. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

61. Extra credit:  How does the atheist’s complaint of the “genocide” of the Canaanites jive with 

the complaint that a good and powerful God would not stand by and permit so much evil 

and suffering in the world? 

a. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

62. Extra credit:  What are your key ‘take aways’ from this chapter? 

a. _________________________________________________________________ 

b. _________________________________________________________________ 

c. _________________________________________________________________ 


