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CHAPTER 5:  STEP FIVE: USING COLUMBO TO LEAD THE WAY 

This chapter takes us from collecting information and keeping the burden of proof on the skeptic to lead 

the conversation in a controlled direction.   Three purposes of using leading questions are: 

1. To make it easier for us to make our _________. 

2. To soften our ________________ to the skeptic’s opinion or objection. 

3. To indirectly expose a _______________ in the critic’s thinking. 

 

Why does Koukl say that this use of Columbo requires knowledge of some kind? 

 

 

 

Koukl says the quickest way to deal with a personal attack is to simply point it out with a question. If 

someone says Christians are narrow-minded, intolerant bigots, how might you respond? 

 

 

 

Koukl give this example of a decisive question:  “I’m still confused.   Would you please help me 

understand how the methods of science have disproved the possibility of supernatural events?”  Why is 

this an effective way to answer a skeptic’s argument against miracles? 

 

 

 

In order to be able to go on offense without being offensive, Jesus advised us to be shrewd as 

_________________, and innocent as _________________.  (Matt 10:16) 

 

What does it mean to “narrate the debate”?  When would this be effective?  Give an example of how 

you might do this. 

 

 

 

Does this chapter seem more difficult or perhaps less clear and well defined?  If so, why? 
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CHAPTER 6:   PERFECTING COLUMBO 

There are three specific things you can do to “ready” yourself to respond to a question or criticism: 

1. ____________________ 

2. ____________________ 

3. ____________________ 

What can we do in advance of a likely encounter to improve our chances of responding effectively? 

 

 

 

 

What should we do immediately after such an encounter? 

 

 

 

 

What are the three “skills” of an ambassador?   (1) ____________________;  

(2)_____________________; and (3) ______________________ . 

How can this ambassador model help us prepare for encounters and then self-assess afterward? 

 

 

What are some ways you can actually practice (rehearse) your responses? 

 

 

Preparation is vitally important but at some point you must _________________. 
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How should we respond when someone tries to embarrass or trap us with leading questions? 

 

 

How should we respond when challenged with a question such as, “What gives you the right to  … ?”, 

or “Who are you to say … ? 

 

 

What kind of Columbo question is, “Oh?  How do you know that?” 
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