
Mere Christianity, C. S. Lewis 

BOOK II - CHAPTER 3:  The Shocking Alternative 

1. “God created things which had  . That means creatures ____________ ____________

which can go either  or . Some people think they can ____________ ____________

imagine a creature which was free but had no possibility of going ; I ____________

.  ____________

2. “If a thing is  to be good it is also free to be bad. And free will is what ____________

has made evil .  ____________

3. “Why, then, did God give them free will? Because free will, though it makes evil 

possible, is also the only thing that makes possible any  or ____________

 or _______ worth having. ____________

4. “The happiness which God  for His higher creatures is the happiness ____________

of being ,  united to Him and to each other in an ____________ _________________

 of love and delight ____________

5. “When you are  against Him you are arguing against the very power ____________

that makes you able to  at all:  it is like cutting off the  ____________ ____________

you are  on.” ____________

6. “If God thinks this state of war in the universe a  worth ____________

 for free will—that is, making a  world in which ____________ ____________

creatures can do real  or  and something of real ____________ ____________

 can happen, instead of a _______ world which only movers ____________________

when He  the  —then we may take it it is worth ____________ ____________

paying.” 

7. Trying to explain why _____ ‘Dark Power’ went , Lewis said,   “The ____________

moment you have a __________ at all, there is a possibility of putting yourself 

__________—wanting to be the  —wanting to be ________, … and ____________

that was the _______ he  the human race.  …  ____________

8. What Satan put into the heads of our remote ancestors was the ________ that they 

could ‘be like _________—could set up on their own as if they had created 

themselves—be their own  —  some sort of ____________ ____________

 for themselves  God,  from God.  ” ____________ ____________ ____________
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9. “And out of that  attempt has come nearly all that we call human ____________

history— , poverty, , war, , classes, ____________ ____________ ____________

, slavery— the long terrible story of man trying to find something ____________

other than _______ which will make him . ____________

10. Why does Lewis say man’s efforts to be his own master will never succeed? 

 a. ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

b. “That is the key to history. Terrific  is expended— ____________

 are built up— excellent institutions ; but _________________ ____________

each time something goes . Some fatal flaw  ____________ ____________

brings the selfish and cruel people to the top and it all  back ____________

into  and . In fact, the machine conks. It seems ____________ ____________

to start up all right and runs a few yards, and then it breaks down. They are 

trying to  it on the wrong . That is what ____________ ____________

 has done to us humans. ____________

11. Knowing that humans would be free to deny God, what three things did He do? 

 a. ______________________________________________________________ 

 b. ______________________________________________________________ 

 c. ______________________________________________________________ 

12. Then, after preparing those particular people for a couple of thousand years, there 

came a real shock.   What was that shock? 

 a. ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

13. “But this man, … [this] Being outside the world, who had made it [the world] and 

was  different from anything else. And when you have grasped that, ___________

you will see that what this man said was, quite simply, the most  thing ___________

that has ever been  by human . ___________ ___________

14. Which of this man’s claims tends to slip past us unnoticed? 

 a. ______________________________________________________________ 
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15. What is the only way the claim to have the authority to forgive sin makes sense? 

 a. ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

16. What are some other explanations non-believers might offer as an alternative 

answer to question 16? 

 a. ____________________________________ 

17. “ … if He were merely a man,  and  are the very last ___________ ___________

characteristics we could attribute to some of His sayings.  … A man who was merely 

a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great  ___________

teacher. He would either be a  —on a level with the man who says he ___________

is a poached egg—or else he would be the  of Hell.” ___________

 


