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Chapter 9 – Assessing the Six Faith Paths 

 

113. Extra credit:  What are the six faith paths (from memory)?  Describe each very briefly in 

your own words. 

a. ____________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

b. ____________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

c. ____________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

d. ____________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

e. ____________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

f. ____________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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114. Mittelberg argues persuasively for the importance of logic and evidence in “choosing” your 

faith path, but he also understands that many Christians might object to his position.  He 

deals with that issue as follows: 

a. “Now, I can imagine some fellow Christians insisting I’ve got it ________________ . 

They would say that God’s revelation in the Bible has to be  ________________, setting 

the standard and testing these other approaches. I actually agree with this— once a 

person is convinced that the  ________________ has “passed the test” and proven it is 

indeed God’s  ___________ ________________. Then it can and should become the  

________________ by which he or she measures all other truth claims. But in a world 

where there are many competing so-called holy books vying for  ________________ as 

God’s  ________________, we must find a way to put them to the test in order to 

know which, if any, qualify to be  ________________ as actual  ________________ 

Scripture from God. Short of that you’re left with just  ________________ one out  

________________, like, for example, the Hindu Bhagavad Gita, or the Book of 

Mormon— or, yes, maybe the Bible. But if you’ve arrived at the ________________  

________________, you’ll lack real  ________________ when that choice is  

________________ by a skeptical professor or friend. So here’s the ________________ 

of  ________________ that I believe can lead to a more  ________________ faith: Use  

________________ and  ________________ to test truth claims, ________________ 

the claim that the Bible is God’s  ________________. (If you grew up with that belief, 

you can  ________________ it using these tools— thus knowing not just what you 

believe but also  ________________ you believe it.) ________________ that the Bible  

________________ passes the  ________________ of truth— and accept it as the  

________________ authority for your life (including receiving the Savior it presents 

and his forgiveness and new life). Then use the teachings of the Bible to  

________________ and  ________________ all other truth claims— but even then you 

must continue to utilize the God-given tools of  ________________ and  

________________ to make the comparisons and reach  ________________ 

conclusions.” 
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115. Extra credit:  Where does the Bible instruct [book/chapter/verse] us to use logic, evidence, 

reasoning and even argument?  List as many passages as you can find. 

a. ______________________________________________________________________ 

b. ______________________________________________________________________ 

c. ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 10:  How Science and Logic Point Toward Spiritual Truth 

116. The twenty “arrows” represent 20 different categories of arguments and evidence which 

Mittelberg says, “… provide a  ________________ case …” pointing powerfully to the 

“…________________ claims of the  ________________ worldview.” 

117. What does Mittelberg call the skeptic’s prayer and where is it found in the Bible? 

a. “I do believe, but help me overcome my unbelief!”  - Mark 9:24  (Note: Not in the 

accounts in Matthew and Luke.  Is that a contradiction?) 

118. Arrow 1: ________________ in the universe points to an  ________________ designer.  

119. William Paley’s classic book, Natural Theology, published in  ________________, illustrates 

the principle of I.D. – i.e. the  ________________ requires a  ________________. 

120. “Whenever something shows  ________________ of having been made for a  

________________, it points us back to a  ________________ cause behind it, or an  

________________ designer.” 

121. Molecular biologist, Michael Denton, says the simple cell is “… complex beyond our own  

________________ capacities, a reality which is the very  ________________ of chance, 

which excels in every sense anything produced by the  ________________ of man…” 

122. Who said that people have no excuse for not knowing God?  Where did he say it and why? 

a. ________________ ;  Romans 1:20;  

______________________________________________________________________ 

123. What are Mittelberg’s three thoughts in response to the question, Who Created God?  (In 

your own words, and much more brief than Mittelberg’s arguments) 

a. Wow!  What a powerful and brilliant “designer”! 

b. Wow, wow, wow!  How amazing the designer of the designer must be! 

c. What if this super designer has chosen to reveal himself to us in various ways?  Should 

we maybe be interested in what he has to say?]. 
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124. Arrow 2:  Fine-tuning in the  ________________ points to an  ________________ fine-

tuner. 

125. “… in recent years, scientific discovery has  ________________ [the evidence for fine-

tuning] 

126. ________________  ________________, astrophysicist and author of The Creator and the 

Cosmos, explains why it is utterly absurd to think that the universe could have resulted from 

anything but intentional, I.D.  (He is currently the head of “Reasons to Believe”.  The Dallas 

chapter meets monthly in Richardson.) 

127. Robin Collins, author of a chapter in God and Design: The  ________________ Argument 

and Modern Science, summed it up as follows: 

a. “Over the past thirty years or so, scientists have discovered that just about everything 

about the basic structure of the universe is ________________ on a  

________________ edge for life to exist. The ________________ are far too  

________________ to attribute this to mere  ________________ or to claim that it 

needs no explanation. The dials are set too  ________________ to have been a random 

accident. Somebody, as [astrophysicist and cosmologist] Fred Hoyle quipped, has  

________________  ________________ with the  ________________.” 

128. Former atheist, Patrick Glynn, wrote “Today, the concrete  ________________ point 

strongly In the direction of the God hypothesis. It is the  ________________ and most  

________________ solution.” 

129. Arrow 3:  ________________ encoded into DNA points to a  ________________  

________________. 

130. Every cell in the human body contains the amazingly complex computer code we call DNA.   

a. What is the approximate number of “letters” in the DNA of every cell?  

________________ 

b. Printed in normal font on normal letter size paper, how high would the stack of paper 

be if the entire genome were printed?  As high as the ________________ 

____________________;  _________ ft) 

c. What is the approximate number of cells in the human body?  ____________________ 
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131. Extra credit:  Do we still believe that DNA contains all of the instructions for building a 

human being?  (This could be both a philosophical AND scientific question.)  

a. _______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

____ 

132. Speaking of DNA and the human genome project, who said “We are learning the language in 

which God created life.”? 

a. _______________________________________________________________________

_ 

133. Speaking of biophysicist Dean Kenyon, Lee Strobel wrote, “Kenyon . .  . ________________ 

the conclusions of his own book, declaring that he had come to the point where he was 

critical of all  ________________ theories of origins. Due to the  ________________ 

molecular  ________________ of the cell and the information-bearing properties of DNA, 

Kenyon now believed that the best  ________________ pointed toward a  

________________ of   life.” 

134. Arrow 4:  The  ________________ of the universe points to a divine  ________________.  

(As Frank Turek says, “The big bang requires a big banger.”) 

135. From memory, what are the two premises and the conclusion that make up the 

“cosmological argument”? 

a. ______________________________________________________________________ 

b. ______________________________________________________________________ 

c. ______________________________________________________________________ 

136. What does “The Sound of Music” have to do with the cosmological argument? 

a. ______________________________________________________________________ 

137. Who was Robert Jastrow? 

a. _______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

__ 
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138. What five lines of evidence did Jastrow cite as evidence that the universe had a beginning? 

a. ______________________________________________________________________ 

b. ______________________________________________________________________ 

c. ______________________________________________________________________ 

d. ______________________________________________________________________ 

e. ______________________________________________________________________ 

139. Extra credit:  Watch the 2 minute Youtube video, “Robert Jastrow on God and the Big Bang”,  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcToOsQ9Oig 

140. Jastrow’s description of the big bang:  “The matter of the Universe is packed together into 

one dense mass under enormous pressure, and with temperatures ranging up to trillions of 

degrees. The dazzling brilliance of the radiation in this dense, hot Universe must have been 

beyond description. The picture suggests the explosion of a cosmic hydrogen bomb. The 

instant in which the cosmic bomb exploded marked the ________________ of the Universe. 

The seeds of  ________________ that has happened in the Universe since were  

________________ in that first  ________________; every  ________________, every  

________________ and every  ________________  ________________ in the Universe 

owes its physical origins to events that were set   in motion in the  ________________ of the 

cosmic explosion. In   a purely physical sense, it was the moment of  ________________.” 

141. Stephen Hawking:  “Almost everyone now believes that the universe, and  

________________ itself, had a  ________________ at the big bang.” 

142. “But that leaves us with the realization that something  ________________ of the  

________________ caused it [the big bang]. … something  ________________ enough, 

________________ enough, and  ________________ enough … to be able to pull off such a 

grand ‘effect’. … For us, however, the dream can end well: ________________ and  

________________ converge, pointing in the same direction—toward a  ________________ 

Originator—as together they assist us in finding a  ________________ we can 

wholeheartedly embrace.” 

143. Arrow 5:  The sense of  ________________ throughout the human race points to a  

________________ lawgiver. 

144.  Riddle:  What does everyone have that no one is ever able to consistently live up to?    

a. _______________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcToOsQ9Oig
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145. Extra credit:  Sam Harris and others argue that “morality” is a totally predictable product of 

evolution, that those behaviors which contribute to “human thriving” become engrained in 

our culture.  Do you agree that this is possible?   Plausible?  Probable?   Why? 

a. _______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

______ 

146. Extra credit:  How do these Richard Dawkins quotes relate to any of the 5 “arrows” of this 

chapter and how would you respond if a young (teens/20’s) family member asks you 

what’s wrong with what Dawkins believes?   

a. “DNA neither cares nor knows. DNA just is. And we dance to its music.”  

b. “The total amount of suffering per year in the natural world is beyond all decent 

contemplation. During the minute that it takes me to compose this sentence, 

thousands of animals are being eaten alive, many others are running for their lives, 

whimpering with fear, others are slowly being devoured from within by rasping 

parasites, thousands of all kinds are dying of starvation, thirst, and disease. It must be 

so. If there ever is a time of plenty, this very fact will automatically lead to an increase 

in the population until the natural state of starvation and misery is restored. In a 

universe of electrons and selfish genes, blind physical forces and genetic replication, 

some people are going to get hurt, other people are going to get lucky, and you won't 

find any rhyme or reason in it, nor any justice. The universe that we observe has 

precisely the properties we should expect if there is, at bottom, no design, no purpose, 

no evil, no good, nothing but pitiless indifference.”  

― Richard Dawkins, River Out of Eden: A Darwinian View of Life 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1194.Richard_Dawkins
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1121858

